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•• By the age of 46, about 39% of Americans 

have experienced a divorce. Of those who 

remarry, 36% will experience another 

divorce (United States Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, 2013d).

•• About 23% of marriages—not to mention 

55% of cohabitations—end in divorce 

or separation within the first five years 

(Fustos, 2010a). The figure jumps to 

33% after 10 years and 43% after 15 years 

(Bramlett & Mosher, 2002).

•• Eighty-three percent of women who mar-

ried between 1960 and 1964 reached their 

fifth anniversary, but only 74% of women 

who married between 1990 and 1994 did 

so (Kreider & Ellis, 2011).

•• The average duration of a marriage before 

divorce is about nine years (United States 

Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2013d).

Such figures frighten people who are about 

to enter a “lifetime” relationship and distress 

those already married who want some sense of 

permanence.

Despite the traditional family values rheto-

ric we hear so much about these days, divorce 

in the United States tends to be unaffected by  

religious restrictions or political conservatism.  

For instance, several studies have found that 

evangelical  Christians are just as likely as any-

one else to divorce (cited in Belluck, 2004). 

In addition, divorce rates are lowest in the 

so-called liberal states of the Northeast and 

upper Midwest and are highest in the conserva-

tive, heavily religious states of the South, such as 

Alabama, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Kentucky 

(ProQuest Statistical Abstract, 2015). Some 

sociologists argue that other factors more com-

monly found in these states—namely younger 

age at marriage, less education, and lower socio-

economic status—render religiosity irrelevant. 

No matter how religious they are, young people 

who drop out of school and marry quickly not 

only lack emotional maturity but are highly sus-

ceptible to the economic strains that can create 

insurmountable problems in a marriage.

At a cultural level, the causes of the high 

divorce rates in Western societies include things 

such as the weakening of the family’s traditional 
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SOURCE: ProQuest Statistical Abstract, 2013, Table 1352.

Exhibit 7.4 Divorce Rates in Selected Developed Countries


